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Clinical Scenario

The NICU attending suspects NEC. Of
the following, the most appropriate
management plan for this patient is:
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The NICU attending suspects NEC. Of

Clinical Scenario

13 day old M infant- ex 33w admitted to
NICU for respiratory distress, currently
stable on RA - now with progressively

increasing residuals.

the following, the most appropriate
management plan for this patient is:

Physical Exam

Infant lying supine in isolette with dusky, A
distended abdomen

Workup

KUB: distended bowel loops, no obvious
pneumatosis
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. Start cinoinc amnicillin and

gentamicin, with consideration o”
auu.r." matronidazole
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B" NEC empiric regimen = ampicillin + gentamicin £ metronidazole

Most common bugs associated with NEC* include
, Enterobacter cloacae, Clostrldlum

perfringens, and . Gent takes care of the
while metronidazole takes care of the anaerobes.

 Radiologic evidence of NEC is often absent in the early stages; and present
in less than 30% of confirmed cases

» Empiric antibiotics can significantly decrease neonatal morbidity & mortality

* Ampicillin lacks activity against the organisms listed above but remains part
of empiric recommendations given neonates’ propensity for vague presenta-
tions, thus necessitating the addition of empiric gram-positive coverage
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